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Project Overview and Objectives

The Asian Councils Forum (ACF) was established as a new bridge for interregional exchange within Asia. It
serves as a platform to broadly discuss the potential for peace and prosperity across the political and economic
spheres of the Asian region.
In recent years, international exchange within the Asia-Pacific region has been expanding both qualitatively
~ and quantitatively, driven by the growing economic influence of ASEAN and Taiwan as well as the progress
of the information society. For the Asia-Pacific region to achieve sustainable growth as an economic zone that
peacefully embraces its social, cultural, and political diversity while taking a leading role in the world, it is
essential for the countries and regions involved to further promote mutual understanding and actively engage
in building more multifaceted and mutually beneficial relationships.
With this awareness in mind, the Forum seeks to explore the value of direct exchange at the level of local
governments across the Asia-Pacific region, while pursuing the evolution and development of closer and more
diverse forms of “Asian communication” that complement traditional intergovernmental diplomacy.
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