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Body Size of Loliginid Squids Caught by Small Trawl Nets
in Bisan-Seto, the Central Seto Inland Sea

Masayuki YAMAMOTO

Body size loliginid squids, Nipponololigo (Loliolus) japonica, N. sumatrensis and N. beka,
caught by small trawl nets were examined in Bisan-Seto, the central Seto Inland Sea. The larg-
est mantle lengths (ML) of each species were as follows: N. japonica, male 97.3 mm and female
1014 mm: N. sumatrensis, male 99.5 mm and female 102.7 mm; N. beka, male 752 mm and female
958 mm. Small loliginid squids (less than 50 mm ML) were landed from October to December.
The squids more than approximately 20 mm ML were caught by the trawl net with 21.6 mm

mesh size.
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Fig. 1

Map showing the study area in Bisan-Seto, the central Seto Inland Sea.
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Table 1. Sampling number and mantle length (ML)
of loligod squids

Date n mean ML mm (min : max)
2000/5/5 72 699 ( 523 ; 995 )
8/31 83 681 (488 ; 904 )
9/20 72 733 ( 569 ; 914 )
10/20 102 466 (322 ; 722 )
1174 149 477 (250 ; 648 )
11727 104 618 ( 449 ; 838 )
12/15 92 524 ( 332 ; 850 )
2001/1/19 55 668 (438 ; 1027 )
2/8 71 643 ( 450 ; 882 )
3/15 42 793 (471 ; 1014 )
4/16 60 703 (480 ; 935 )
5/8 81 612 ( 396 ; 846 )
6/14 76 644 ( 454 ; 916 )
7/18 57 754 (500 ; 980 )
8/31 9 755 (640 ; 900 )
9/26 55 560 (476 ; 801 )
10/19 24 498 (388 ; 639 )
11/6 73 498 ( 369 ; 752 )
11720 55 518 ( 387 ; 577 )
12/1 88 522 (403 ; 730 )
2002/ 1/9 39 583 (449 ; 768 )
22 21 652 ( 540 ; 771 )
3/25 42 651 ( 468 ; 966 )
1,608 611 (250 ; 1027 )
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Fig.3 Seasonal changes in mantle length of Nip-
ponololigo japonica.
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Fig.5 Seasonal changes in mantle length of Nip-
ponololigo beka.
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Fig.6 Mantle length composition of loliginid squids
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mesh size.
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